MARGERY   KEMPtE
that thou wilt neither teach nor challenge the people in
my diocese.'
'Nay, sir, I shall not swear,' she said, 'for I shall speak
of God, and rebuke those that swear great oaths whereso-
ever I go, unto the time that the Pope and Holy Church
hath ordained that no man shall be so bold as to speak of
God, for God Almighty forbiddeth not, sir, that we shall
speak of Him. And also the Gospel maketh mention that,
when the woman had heard Our Lord preach, she came
before Him with a loud voice and said:— "Blessed be
the womb that bore Thee, and the teats that gave Thee
suck." Then Our Lord again said to her, "Forsooth, so
are they blessed that hear the word of God and keep it."
And therefore, sir, methinketh that the Gospel giveth me
leave to speak of God.'
'Ah! Sir,' said the clerks, 'here wot we well that she
hath a devil within her, for she speaketh of the Gospel.'
As quickly as possible, a "great clerk brought forth a
book and laid Saint Paul, for his part, against her, that
no woman should preach.
She answering thereto said: —'I preach not, sir; I
come into no pulpit  I use but communication and good   6ia
words, and that I will do while I live.'
Then said a doctor who had examined her before: —
'Sir, she told me the worst tales of priests that ever I
heard.'
The Bishop commanded her to tell that tale.
'Sir, with reverence to you, I spoke but of one priest
in the manner of example, who, as I have learnt, went
astray in a wood through the sufferance of God, for the
profit of his soul, till the night came upon him. He,
destitute of shelter, found a fair arbour in which he rested

